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In this seminar, discover more about how women’s 
movements mobilize for policy change on the key 
areas of violence against women, land rights, domestic 
workers’ labour rights and unpaid care work.

• What are the effective strategies women 
advocates use to influence policy change? 
• How do different women’s groups reach a 
consensus and build alliances? 
• Why do certain claims remain on the margins? 
• When do states respond to women’s claims?

Based on finding from the UNRISD research project 
When and Why Do States Respond to Women’s 
Claims? Understanding Gender-Egalitarian Policy 
Change in Asia, Nitya Rao, external project 
coordinator, will discuss the conditions and factors 
that allow women’s movements to successfully 
trigger policy change and participate in negotiation 
processes behind such change. 

PA R T I C I PA N T S
VALERIA ESQUIVEL
[CHAIR] UNRISD Research Coordinator

NITYA RAO
[KEY SPEAKER] External Project Coordinator, UNRISD;
Professor, Gender and Development, University of East Anglia

ISMAT JAHAN
[DISCUSSANT] CEDAW Committee Member; Ambassador of Bangladesh
to the European Union, Belgium and Luxembourg

CLAIRE HOBDEN
[DISCUSSANT] Technical Officer for Working Conditions of Domestic Work, ILO


